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Disclaimer 

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the 
publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all 
liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this 
publication.  While every effort has been made to ensure the currency, accuracy or completeness of the content we 
endeavour to keep the content relevant and up to date and reserve the right to make changes as require. The 
Victorian Government, authors and presenters do not accept any liability to any person for the information (or the use 
of the information) which is provided or referred to in the report. 

Accessibility 

If you would like to receive this publication in an accessible format, please telephone the grants officer on  (03) 8377 4520 
or email fruitflygrants@ecodev.vic.gov.au 

This document is also available in PDF and/or Word format at http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/qff-grants
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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This document sets out the guidelines for the Managing Fruit Fly in Victoria – Regional Action Plan Grants Program. The 
background to this program is outlined, and this document provides information on how to apply, who can apply, eligible 
projects, key selection criteria and the application assessment process.  

BACKGROUND 

Fruit flies are a significant threat to Victoria’s horticultural industry, affecting production and trade opportunities. To 
effectively manage this pest requires a collaborative approach between industry, government and community. In 
conjunction with community and industry partners the Victorian government has developed the Managing Fruit Fly in 
Victoria State-wide Action Plan 2015-2020, linking state-wide and regional actions. 

The five year State-wide Action Plan focuses on three areas: 

• strengthened fruit fly management through state and regional coordination and collaboration; 

• improved fruit fly management in commercial orchards and communities; and 

• improved access to intrastate, interstate and international market access and trade opportunities. 

The State-wide Action Plan focuses on the three key horticultural production regions in Victoria; Greater Sunraysia, Yarra 
Valley and the Goulburn Murray Valley regions. Within these regions, industry-led regional action groups have been 
established and have created Regional Action Plans and appointed Regional Coordinators to support implementation of 
these plans.  

This grants program (Managing Fruit Fly in Victoria - Regional Action Plan Grants) will assist in the delivery of a 
coordinated and collaborative approach to fruit fly management in these the three key regions, in alignment with their 
Regional Action Plans. 

The Regional Action Plans can be accessed from the Agriculture Victoria website or the grants officer on  
(03) 8377 4520 or fruitflygrants@ecodev.vic.gov.au  

This grants program is administered by Agriculture Victoria (herein referred to as the “Department”). 
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SUMMARY TABLE 

Managing Fruit Fly in Victoria - Regional Action Plan Grants 

 

Grant 
(excluding 
GST) 

Purpose of Grant 
Alignment to Regional 
Action Plan 

Eligible 
Organisations 

Up to 

$800,000 

Regional Action Plans have been created 
by industry, government and community 
to reduce the impacts of fruit fly in 
Victoria. Specific actions focus on key 
areas of fruit fly management including: 

• control 

• surveillance 

• hygiene 

• research and development 

• communications and engagement. 

Programs to support the Regional Action 
Plans will: 

• Raise awareness through education 
and engagement activities 

• Support action on fruit fly 

• Enable horticultural industries to 
deliver on Regional Action Plans in 
the Greater Sunraysia, Goulburn 
Murray Valley and Yarra Valley.  

 
 

Activities funded from grants 
align to one of the three 
regional plans: 

• Greater Sunraysia 

• Goulburn Murray Valley 

• Yarra Valley 

Applications must be 
supported by their respective 
Regional Governance 
Groups. 

Organisations applying 
for grants must be based 
in one of the three 
horticultural regions of 
Victoria either: 

• Greater Sunraysia 

• Goulburn Murray 
Valley 

• Yarra Valley. 

Horticulture Industry 
Groups 

Not for Profit 
Organisations  

Local Government 

TAFEs and Universities. 
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FUNDING DETAILS 

Amount of funding available 

Grants of up to $800,000 (excluding GST) are available. The aim of these grants is to provide support to work currently 
underway and continue the implementation of Regional Action Plans. Applicants will need to contact the Grants Officer on 
(03) 8377 4520 to discuss their application. 

GST exclusion 

Prospective applicants should note that all project costs included in the application must be exclusive of GST. 

The grant amount to be paid by the Department will incorporate GST, provided the applicant provides details of 
registration for the GST or proof of exemption from being required to register. 

Timelines 

The Managing Fruit Fly in Victoria – Regional Action Plan Grants open from December 2017 and close on 2
nd

 March 
2018. 

Who can apply? 

Applications will be considered from: 

• Horticulture industry groups such as grower associations, peak bodies and industry development committees 
within the Greater Sunraysia, Goulburn-Murray Valley and Yarra Valley regions. 

• Not for profit organisations such as community groups that: 

o are an incorporated body, co-operative or association; and, 

o have an Australian Business Number (ABN) or can provide written advice from the Australian Tax Office 
that no withholding tax is required from the grant payment. 

• Local government authorities in the three regional areas. 

• Educational Institutions such as TAFEs and Universities. 

To apply for funding, applicants must demonstrate: 

• Eligible Entity – that they are one of the entities listed in the section ‘Who can apply’.  

• Delivery of Outcomes – demonstrate a commitment and capacity to undertake the project outlined and report 
appropriately. Applicants must be able to deliver the projects within the timeframe as stated by their applications. 
Applicants must give careful consideration when applying that they will meet all eligible criteria for the length of the 
grant.  

• Financial viability – provide evidence of financial viability. To enable the Department to assess the financial viability 
of applicants and ability to manage and complete the project, applicants seeking funding: 

o For grants over $10,000 and less than $50,000, will need to provide: 
� Financial report for the last two financial years. This should be the ‘final accounts’ with Directors’ 

Report & Declaration and should include Profit and Loss Statement, Balance Sheet and Notes to the 
Accounts; and, 

� Where the latest financial report is more than six months old, up to date management or interim 
accounts (Profit & Loss Statement and Balance Sheet). 

o For grants of $50,000 or more, will need to provide: 
� Audited financial report for the last three financial years; and, 
� Where the latest financial report is more than six months old: up-to-date management or interim 

financial statements (Profit & Loss Statement and Balance Sheet), or in the case of public listed 
corporations, half yearly financial report. 
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PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 

Applications for grants must meet the following criteria:  

Essential requirements 

• The project idea is outlined in the relevant Regional Action Plan and is supported by the Regional Governance 
Group/s. 

• The project is undertaken in Victoria only, with any work in another state being paid for via an alternate funding source. 

Desirable requirements 

• Projects will ensure that community and industry build capacity to improve the control and management of fruit fly in 
their regions. In particular this round of grants are to develop regional partnerships to ensure communication, 
cooperation, feedback and develop strategies for sustainable long term funding for fruit fly management. 

Eligible projects 

Eligible projects include (but are not limited to): 

• Regional fruit fly control programs: e.g. coordinated trapping or baiting programs. 

• Regional fruit fly surveillance programs e.g. coordinated surveillance projects involving community, schools, industry 
and local government. 

• Hygiene projects to limit fruit fly populations e.g. coordinated host removal projects involving community, industry and 
local government. 

• Research and development projects, and including small scale novel pilots and research trials which have significant 
scientific research to support findings, may be considered. Research will need to provide information and practical 
proven methodologies which will have direct benefit to intrastate, interstate and international trade. 

• Communication and engagement projects that promote best practice in fruit fly management for community and 
industry, for example as part of a schools program. 

• Projects that have legacy beyond the life of the projects that can be supported sustainably will be looked upon 
favourably. 

Ineligible projects 

Prospective applicants should note that projects should not proceed to the formal application and assessment process 
where the project:  

• can be better implemented through another government funding program, (where appropriate, prospective applicants 
may be referred to other funding programs); 

• is unlikely to deliver practical outcomes within the project timeframes; 

• does not demonstrate benefit to Victoria; 

• requests retrospective funding; or, 

• requires ongoing government funding once completed. 

Ineligible expenses 

Expenses that will not be covered by the grant funding include: 

• Overseas travel and overseas accommodation costs. 

• Lobbying activities. 
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APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT 

To ensure the suitability of projects, all prospective applicants should follow the process outlined below. Requests for 
funds outside this process will not be considered. 

Step 1: Before applying 

Prior to submitting an application, prospective applicants are advised to read these guidelines carefully to establish 
eligibility. You must also contact the grants officer regarding your project application on (03) 8377 4520 or email: 
fruitflygrants@ecodev.vic.gov.au.   

Step 2: Preparing an application 

Prospective applicants should use the application form to clearly and succinctly describe the project, its objectives and 
outcomes (see templates on application form and ‘Project Selection Criteria’).  

Step 3: Submitting an application 

Applications must be submitted online using the Agriculture Victoria website when the funding round is open. This can be 
found at: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/qff-grants. 

The online application form must be completed and signed by a person/people authorised to submit or sign the application 
on behalf of the applicant organisation. The online application system allows applications to be saved and completed later. 
It is recommended that applicants start the process early to allow sufficient time to obtain necessary supporting 
documents. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. Documentation to support the project, for example a 
letter of support, should be attached to the application. 

Step 4: Application assessment 

All applications received will undergo an assessment by a Grant Assessment Panel. These grants are competitive and 
each application will be assessed according to the Project Selection Criteria outlined below. 

Step 5: Approval and notification 

The panel will provide advice and recommendations to the Minister for Agriculture who has decision-making 
accountability. 

Applicants are advised of the decision relating to their application in writing. Successful applicants will receive a Letter of 
Offer, which will outline the funding obligations attached to the offer of funding. 

PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA 

For the project to be successful, applicants must complete the application form which includes a range of project criteria. It 
is important to note that weighting will be applied to all criteria and that not all criteria are weighted evenly. The following 
criteria are to be addressed: 

Alignment with the relevant Regional Action Plan  

For an application to be successful all applicants must provide a letter of support from the Regional Governance Group. 

It is also important for applicants to clearly outline the purpose of the activity including: 

• How the project will address regional fruit fly issues and opportunities. 

• How it will align to the relevant Regional Action Plan. 

• How the project will add value to existing projects. 

Breadth of impact 

All applications should demonstrate how the project will: 

• contribute to the strengthening of fruit fly management in the region sector; and/or 

• deliver adequate community and market access benefits; and/or 
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• support or strengthen the horticulture sector in one of the three regions. 

Preference will be given to applications that can demonstrate that the project will: 

• benefit a range of horticultural industries; and/or 

• reduce fruit fly associated costs to producers/processors; and/or 

• address market protocol issues for exports. 

Projects should also indicate what progress has been made to date and the potential impact of further funding being 
provided. 

Innovation and capability development 

Applications should demonstrate how the project will generate 

• new knowledge and ideas to address a knowledge gap and/or 

• improve the capability of industry and/or the community to manage fruit fly. 

Project need, feasibility and delivery 

Applications should demonstrate:  

• why the project is needed, and a compelling rationale for State Government assistance. 

• access to suitable project management. 

• that the project is achievable within budget and the proposed timeframe. 

• that project risks have been identified and strategies are in place to manage them. 

• the project has utilised scientific expertise to ensure appropriate design (if required). 

Sustainable approaches and outcomes 

Applications should demonstrate how the project will adopt approaches that will provide a lasting benefit beyond the life of 
the project. 

Maximising value to the State  

Applications should demonstrate and provide evidence of how the project maximises funding support from a range of 
sources. This could include in-kind contributions from participating organisations and individuals.  

FUNDING AGREEMENTS 

Successful applicants will be required to enter into a funding agreement with the Department detailing all funding 
obligations and conditions. No offer will be binding until a legal agreement has been executed. The funding agreement is a 
legally enforceable document that clearly defines the obligations of both parties. 

The funding agreement aims to protect the Government’s interests and to ensure the efficient and effective use of public 
money, whilst also ensuring there is appropriate recognition of Victorian Government support on project related 
publications, media releases and promotional material. 

Funding agreements must be signed by the organisation’s Chief Executive Officer (or equivalent authorised signatory) and 
will: 

• describe the purpose for which the funding must be used; 

• set out any requirements or conditions that must be met prior to the payment of a grant instalment; and 

• outline the agreed milestones and project outcomes that must be achieved before payment of a grant instalment. 

Successful applicants must enter into a funding agreement and commence the project within one month from the date of 
offer of funding. If a project does not commence within this timeframe, the grant will be reviewed by the Department. The 
funding arrangements are clearly stated within the agreement. The applicant will need to ensure that they are a legal entity 
as set out in the terms of the agreement. 
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EVALUATION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

Successful applicants will be required to monitor progress and evaluate the outcomes of their project. Progress and 
completion reports will be required.   

PRIVACY 

Any personal information about you or a third party in your application will be collected by the Department for the purpose 
of grant administration. If you intend to include personal information about third parties in your application, please ensure 
that they are aware of the contents of this Privacy Statement. 

Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic) and other 
applicable laws. 

The Department is committed to protecting the privacy of personal information. You can find the Department’s Privacy 
Policy online at http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/privacy. Enquiries about access to information about you held by the 
Department should be directed to the Department’s Privacy Unit by phone on (03) 9651 9749 or email 
privacy@ecodev.vic.gov.au.  

 


